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Description: 

Coccolithites ficula STOVER, 1966 
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FIGs. Sa-c, 6 - Coccolithites ficula STOVER, n. sp. x 2SOO ca. S, holotype, 
USNM 41480, sample 13; a, bright field; b, phase contrast; c, x-nicols . 6, pa-

ratype, USNM 41481, sample 10, x-nicols. 
FIG. 11- Coccolithites ficula STOVER. Distal view. Orientation: 4S0-45°. The 
drawing is based primarily on the appearance of the microfossil under crossed 
nicols and with a Quartz Red I accessory plate. The drawing represents a 
composite of morphologic features observed on several well-preserved speci-

mens of the species. 

Coccolithites 
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The coccoliths are elliptical in proximal or distal view and consist of a single plate with a 
wide rim of approximately 32 ribs. The grooves or striae between ribs are straight and are 
discernible across most of the rim. The outer margin of the rim is scalloped, the inner margin 
smooth. The small central opening is floored by a plate constructed of numerous small irre
gularly shaped calcareous pieces that are closely spaced or have openings between them. The 
curvature of extinction lines across the rim is sinistral in distal view. Length 6-8 !L• width 
S-6 fl.• height about 2 !L· 

Remarks: 

Comparison: The presence of a central structure distinguishes this specres from Cyclolithus 
solidus. 

Remarks: On some specimens the central structure appears cribrate in bright. field illumi
nation due to openings between the minute pieces. Coccolithites ficula may represent a dimorph 
of Cyclolithus solidus. However, the two do not always occur together. For this reason, they 
are here treated as separate species. 

Type level: 

Turonian. 

Type locality: 

Actinocamax plenus beds, Faubourg St. Jacques, just west of Joigny, France; chalk (sample 
13). Quarry 450 meters north of Bouranton (Villechetif), France; chalk (sample 10). 
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Depository: 

U.S. National Museum, Washington, D. C. Holotype: USNM 41480; paratype: USNM 41481. 

Author: 

Stover L. E., 1966, p. 138; pl. 5, figs. Sa-c, 6; pl. 9, fig. 11. 
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